Patriam Fugimus

It seems that I am a German of a variety that is becoming
extinct. "To be a good German" I said once, "is to cease to
be a German," but no one will grant me that today. Goethe
would perhaps have agreed with me.

FRIEDRICH  NIETZSCHE,   1882-1888

They (the Germans) are so foreign to me; in order to live
with them I had to teach the precise and absolute opposite
of what I believed to be true, and what seemed to me agree-
able ; and it was among the Germans that I invented the
^proverb: "Not only gold, but leather glitters."

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE,   1882-1888

I cannot endure this race, with which one is always in bad
company ; which has no touch for nuances, no wit in its feet,
and cannot even walk.              FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE, 1888

That Russia is my home is one of those great and mysterious
certainties by which I live.          RAINER MARIA RILKE, 1904

. . , They couple the microscope with the catechism and
philosophy with the police. Without any demur, without
humane compromise, they resolve on a thing, and they do it.
There is no place for me in Germany now.

JAKOB  WASSERMANN,   1915

I said, I am not a very good German, not a proper German.
However, I am quite forgetting that it is almost inherent in
German humanity to behave in an un-German and even an
anti-German manner; that a tendency to cosmopolitanism,
which disintegrates national feeling, is according to reliable